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Abstract

Despite advances in experimental findings, contemporary research in the field
of genius and advanced cognitive functions still faces shortcomings—such as
insufficient attention to philosophical explanations and to the analysis of the
fundamental perceptual structures of the mind of the gifted. This article aims to
re-examine the concept of “power of ingenuity” (quwwat al-dhaka’) in Avicenna’s
thought and to explain its capacity for enriching discussions in cognitive psychology.
The study was conducted using a qualitative approach and the method of conceptual—
interpretive analysis. Relevant concepts concerning the degrees of perception
were extracted from Avicenna’s principal works and then interpreted within the
framework of contemporary theoretical perspectives. The findings indicate that
acquired knowledge has stages of sense, imagination, and estimation (as well as
illusion), culminating in rational cognition. Within the rational level, three distinct
stages—thinking (fikr), intuition (hads), and ingenuity (dhaka’)—are differentiated
from one another. Fikr is presented as step-by-step syllogistic reasoning; hads as
the immediate apprehension of the middle term; and dhaka’ as the highest level
of inference, characterized by a more “sacred”/spiritually infused disposition that
operates with greater speed and compression, enabling the integrated grasp of causal
relations and the outcomes of multiple syllogisms. Comparative analysis suggests
that ingenuity (dhaka’) can be understood as a form of highly efficient, integrated,
and low cognitive-load processing. Its source is further explained in terms of three
modalities: innate, acquired, and a combined form, with the highest level emerging
through the interaction of initial aptitude and cognitive development. Overall, the
study shows that revisiting the concept of dhaka’ can provide a theoretical framework
for understanding advanced levels of learning and cognitive efficiency, and can create
a conceptual bridge between the Islamic philosophical tradition and modern cognitive
science. Such a framework may help develop richer theoretical models for the study
of genius and for advanced education.
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